
Cognition

PSYC 2040

IT’S A WRAP!!!!



logistics: final exam

• final is cumulative and in class 

• more weight to post-midterm

• worth 30%

• closed book + two help sheets 

• ungraded practice questions

• graded practice exam for class 
participation

• do NOT leave Canvas page during 
exam

• also available: compiled resources



today’s 
agenda

key concept review 

open question time

course recap

contest winners

BCQs



cognition = learning, thinking, acting

What is Cognition Building Blocks
Cognitive 

Limitations
Learning and 
association

Categorization Language

Problem Solving Decision Making Social Cognition Culture Intelligence

learning & thinking

thinking and acting



activity: learn, think, act

• what cognitive mechanisms enable us to learn, think, and act?



cognition: the 
science of 
how we learn, 
think, and act

• associative learning

• reinforcement learning
• statistical learning

• prediction-based learning 

• Imitation

• social learning
• repetition, spacing, elaboration, chunking etc.

learn

• hierarchical vs. distributed

• prototype vs. exemplar

• inferential / level-k reasoning

think

• utility maximization / inequality aversion

• heuristics and biases
• affect

• inferential level-k reasoning

act



open question time

• review the practice short 

answer document

• think about how you’d answer 

these questions on your own

• come back and discuss with a 

partner



what was this course about?

• introducing you to the scientific study of human cognition 

• how people acquire, represent, and use knowledge to guide 

their everyday functioning 

• learning goals

• understand the fundamental questions & prominent 

methodologies in the study of cognition

• connect theoretical ideas about cognition to specific evidence 

across different sub-domains and real-world applications

• reflect on the sociocultural issues surrounding the study of 

cognition
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